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Competition Date: Nov.29, 2006

Deadline for Applications: Postmarked by Oct. 10, 2006

Name:

Address

City State: Zip:

Phone: Email

Vocal Division (select one): General Junior

General Information: This competition is open to all baritones who have not performed a leading baritone role in any major house (i.e., New York City, San Francisco, Chicago, The Metropolitan, Covent Garden, La Scala, etc.) as determined by Opera New York.   There is no age limit for the General Division.  Junior Division, age 25 to 35 at Competition Finals.   Proof of age required for Junior Division.

All applicants must be United States citizens.

Prized to be awarded

First Prize for each division. $5,000; onstage auditions at New York City Opera, Washington National Opera, Los Angeles Opera at Judges discretion.

Second Prize $2,500, Third Prize $1,000.00, Audience Favorite TBA from either division.

Audition Details:

Preliminary audition is by CD or cassette tape recording.

You must enter only one division. 

Please submit:

o a recording of 2 representative, contrasting selections; at least one must be by Verdi.

o 2 letters of recommendation, sent separately to  Opera New York at the above address,  from professional colleagues who are intimately familiar with your work, character, and ability.

o Application fee of $40 ($60 if postmarked after Sept. 1, 2006

o Photo, professional resume/bio

A maximum of 24 singers will be selected for the semi-final audition.

Semi-final auditions will be held in NYC on Monday, Nov. 27, 2006 at The Liederkranz Foundation, 6 East 87th Street, NYC. 

Semi-finals will be held from 10am – 5 pm approximately.   Will be open to the public for a $10.00 fee at door

Ten to Twelve finalists will be chosen for the final competition on Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2006, 7:30 pm at The Liederkranz

Foundation.

Requirements for semi-final and final competition (see suggestions on next page):

5 arias from the competition outline.

2 Verdi arias 1 French aria 

1 Verismo (for General ) or bel canto (Junior Div.)   1 German aria

Please print this application and mail with your application fee and other material to: The Chester Ludgin American Verdi Baritone Competition,

c/o Opera New York, Inc., 205 West End Avenue, Suite 23H, New York, NY 10023.
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Suggested Repertoire List

Verdi arias from the standard repertory of Verdi's operas, ex.: Nabucco, Ernani, Attila, Macbeth, Luisa Miller, Rigoletto, 11 Trovatore, La Traviata, I Vespri Sicilliani, Stiffelio, Simon Boccanegra, Un Ballo in Maschera, La Forza del Destino, Don Carlos, Aida, Otello, Falstaff.

For dramatic baritones (General Div): Verismo aria from the standard operas of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, ex.: Andrea Chenier La Boheme

(Leoncavallo) Cavalleria Rusticana, Edgar, La Fanciulla del West, Fedora, Francesca da Rimini, La Gioconda, Pagliacci, Il Tabarro, Tosca,Zaza.

For lyric baritones: (Junior Div): Bel-canto Aria from the standard repertory of operas written by Bellini, Donizetti, Rossini, Mozart, ex. : Il Barbieredi Siviglia, La Cenerentola, Don Giovanni, Don Pasquale, L'Elisir d'Amore, La Favorita, Guillaume Tell, Lucia di Lammermoor, Le Nozze diFigaro, Il Pirata and I Puritani, etc.

French aria from the standard repertory of French operas, ex.: L'Africaine, Carmen, Les Contes d'Hoffmann, Faust, Hamlet, Herodiade, Les Pecheurs de Perles, Romeo et Juliette and Samson et Dalila.

German aria from the standard repertory of German operas written by Mozart, Von Weber, Lortzing, Nicolai, Flowtow, Wagner, Strauss, Goldmark, Humperdinck, d'Albert, Pfitzner, Schoenberg, Berg, Hindemith, Weill, Zimmermann, Henze, and Korngold, etc.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Any aria from the Verdi category that is normally proceeded by a recitative and/or followed by a cabaletta must include both the recitative and cabaletta. For example: Verdi - La Forza del Destino (Act 3, Scene 2) - Don Carlo Recit. Morir! Tremenda cosa! Aria Urna fatale del mio destino Cabaletta E salvo! E salvo! Additionally, all standard ‘cuts’ may be taken where appropriate, and all standard interpolated high-note passages are encouraged and expected wherever they traditionally occur. Please note that all aria recitatives should be included at all times in all categories.

The singer must be mindful of the vocal category that he is entered in (dramatic or lyric), and therefore should carefully choose a contrasting list of arias that is properly representative of all current abilities, both vocally and dramatically, highlighting individuality within the broad parameters of this classification. In searching for an American Verdi baritone, contestants must easily and confidently demonstrate their talents at a professional level in this most demanding repertoire. The singer must clearly reveal an authentic, quality Verdi baritone voice and demonstrate the serious care and thoughtfulness of their total preparation and presentation. They must be ready and able to perform to a very rigorous international standard, and stand ready to embark upon a career as an American Verdi baritone.
